speakers were to be an old politician named Theo-
phrastus, who controlled the weapon-works in the
Western Province, and Kallimachus, with the support
of a new body known suddenly as the Macedonian
Trade Mission, of western landowners and ranchers,
who were about to come to The City to arrange a trade
agreement. Theodora judged that these men were the
leaders of the trouble in the West.

The rehearsals kept her busy daily, but Sosthenes had
postponed the date of opening till The City were quieter.
When that might be was not very clear.

Theodora suddenly received an invitation to the meet-
ing of the Blues. Two discs of admission to the seats
Alpha, gamma were sent to her by some Palace
messenger; she could only suppose that they came to
her at Justinian's order. As she was freer at the theatre
than she had been for days, she arranged to go. How-
ever, on the morning before the day of the meeting,
Philip the Pisidian appeared at the theatre asking to see
her. She found him elegant as ever, though somewhat
white and anxious. He explained that the Prince
Justinian would be most deeply obliged if she could
come to the Palace of Varieties to give some advice
about the arrangement of the stage. She asked Sosthenes
if she might go. He said, "Surely"; Philip helped her
into his waiting carriage and drove off with her.

"The Prince is very anxious to have your advice about
the stage decoration," he explained. "The Palace of
Varieties is not exactly the stage on which the Patriarch
and the heir-apparent should appear, perhaps, but as they
are to appear there, we must do what we can*"

"It is the biggest theatre in The City," Theodora said,
"I suppose that that is why it has been taken. Who runs
it now?"
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